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Inside

Blue Grass Airport and the University of

Kentucky Arboretum are partnering to create a

native Kentucky landscape at the airport’s main

entrance at Man O’War Boulevard and Terminal

Drive. This 1,500 square foot garden will soon

be supplemented with over 400 Kentucky

grassland species, all of which have been

grown from collected seeds and nurtured in a

greenhouse.

Plantings for this naturalistic garden include

waves of wildflowers amongst a variety of orna-

mental grasses. Perennials include Prairie

Dropseed, Creeping Phlox, Little Bluestem,

Orange Coneflower, Columbine, Purple

Coneflower, New England Aster, Virginia

Bluebells and many more. These plants were

selected based on their size, color, availability,

texture, beauty and ability to grow in the

draught-tolerant conditions typically found in

gardens along major roadways.

“Through this partnership, we will provide

visitors and local residents a rare opportunity

to experience plant species native to the

state of Kentucky,” said Michael Gobb,

executive director at Blue Grass Airport.

“These plants, most of which are recogniza-

ble, will promote the unique character of the

Commonwealth and will help visitors connect

to our region.”

The airport and the arboretum will work

together over the next several years to

enhance the beauty of the landscape. Plants

will be monitored to see how they adapt to

their surroundings and how they change

throughout the seasons. Additional plant

species will be added in the future.

James Lempke, curator of native plants at The

Arboretum, designed the layout of the garden

with the hope that it will preserve the character

of the region and that other companies will

come on board. “This project is an example of

how we can establish conservation gardens of

the future across the Bluegrass region,” said

Lempke. “An aggregate of many small gardens

such as this one could add up to something

very significant.”

“This project is another example of how the

airport is working with the community to honor

the beauty of the state,” added Gobb. In October

2005, the airport completed an award-winning,

one-of-a-kind mural wall and landscape design

along the historic Versailles Road corridor.

Next time you fly out of Blue Grass Airport, don’t
head straight towards your gate. Make the most
of your time by enjoying a quick, high-quality
manicure at the :10 Minute Manicure, a new
express manicure service located beyond
security checkpoint.

“Business and leisure travelers are continuous-
ly seeking new ways to better utilize their time
at the airport,” said Michael Gobb, executive
director at Blue Grass Airport. “We are pleased
to include this new retail concept as part of our
ever-growing passenger amenities.”

The :10 Minute Manicure offers an express
manicure service specifically designed for
traveling females and males. Its signature 10-
minute treatment includes nail shaping and

buffing followed by a base coat, color coat and
top coat plus hand lotion for $15. Twenty and
thirty minute nail services will also be offered as
well as sports manicures for men.

“As an airport, we need to reconfigure our
services to match the changing lifestyle of our
travelers,” added Gobb. “Time is so precious
that more passengers are looking to take care
of personal needs while traveling.”

The :10 Minute Manicure is a Miami-based
company that operates airport and non-airport
salons. All nail technicians will wear sleek, yet
practical, uniforms and are required to use
medical grade sanitization for implements and
disposable materials that are above and beyond
the industry requirements. All equipment has

been considered safe to use post-security
checkpoint.

4000 Terminal Drive, Suite 206
Lexington, KY  40510-9607
bluegrassairport.com

Concourse C At-A-Glance

If you’ve traveled through Blue Grass Airport recently, you have probably noticed the new facelift Concourse C received. For those of you who have

not visited us lately, here’s a sneak peek at the new concourse.

A Partnership in Bloom

A Manicure in Minutes



It is with pleasure this month that we bring to you several stories of new community partnerships.

We have been fortunate to collaborate with neighboring organizations in the community to bring the

best of Kentucky into the airport. The landscaping at the main entrance of the airport has been

redesigned by The Arboretum to incorporate native plant species from Kentucky. Local tourism and

economic development officials recently joined Blue Grass Airport on a trip to Dallas to promote the

Bluegrass region. And, we have enjoyed a spring and

summer packed full of contest promotions with the

Lexington Legends, Central Kentucky Blood Center and

others.

We are pleased to announce the opening of a new

amenity this month—an express manicure business.

Travelers will soon be able to experience a ten minute

manicure before or after their flight. Be sure to read more

about this new service in this issue of our newsletter. We also recently completed an interior facelift

to Concourse C, providing passengers with new seating, carpeting, expanded restroom facilities and

flat-panel flight display monitors.

So what’s next? That’s what we want to know from you. While we continuously research the latest

trends and news in the aviation and airport industry, our most valuable feedback and ideas come

from our customers. It is your opinion that helps shape the direction of this airport.

I encourage you to communicate with us on how we can improve your travel experience. What can

we offer to make it easier? How can we improve our service? What new flights would you like to see?

Complete our comment cards online or in the terminal, email me at mgobb@bluegrassairport.com or

write to me at 4000 Terminal Drive, Suite 206, Lexington, KY 40510. Your feedback and comments

provide the building blocks for the airport’s future.

We hope to see you traveling through Blue Grass Airport soon and look forward to hearing how we

can better serve you.

Michael Gobb, A.A.E.

Executive Director

From the Executive Director

• Catch them if you can! Blue Grass Airport
began a new on-the-field contest at Fly
Away Fridays with the Legends at
Applebee’s Park. Four lucky participants
compete to catch as many Blue Grass Airport
squeeze airplanes in an open suitcase. The
lucky winner spins the airport’s “Wheel of
Cities” to determine the destination of a free
trip to two. Be sure to join us on August 4 and
25 for the next Fly Away Fridays.

• Donate blood this summer and you may be
going to Orlando! Blue Grass Airport and
Central Kentucky Blood Center are partnering
to giveaway two airline tickets to Florida.
From now until September 22, you can
register to win the Fly Me to Orlando contest
which includes a two-night stay at the
Crowne Plaza Universal Orlando hotel and
free passes to Universal Studios theme park.
Visit www.ckbc.org for more information.

• On your mark, get set, PULL! Special
Olympics, the Aviation Museum of Kentucky
and Blue Grass Airport are teaming up to host
the second annual Special Olympics Plane
Pull on September 30. Teams of 20 will take
turns seeing who can pull a massive
170,000-pound Boeing 727 twelve feet in
the shortest time. Register a team of your
own at www.soky.org.

In June, approximately 20 leaders from central

Kentucky traveled to the Lone Star State to

promote tourism and economic development in

the Bluegrass region. This trip promoted the

non-stop service American Eagle began

between Dallas and Lexington in Spring 2005

and served as a catalyst to promote the region

as a premiere leisure and convention travel

destination.

“These direct flights from Dallas open the door

to tremendous potential for tourism and

business opportunities,” said Michael Gobb,

executive director at Blue Grass Airport. “As a

group, we can promote what makes Lexington

a truly unique place to visit. From horses,

history and bourbon to stunning natural beauty

and wildlife, the Bluegrass region of Kentucky

has something for everyone.”

A highlight of the joint sales promotion was an

evening event at Delaney Vineyards & Winery in

Grapevine,Texas. More than 100 travel agents,

group tour leaders, travel writers, meeting/con-

vention planners and corporation relocation

consultants from the Dallas/Ft. Worth area

learned first-hand what makes central

Kentucky such a special place.

“This trip not only assists in increasing

passenger volume on inbound flights to

Lexington, it also complements the efforts of

regional tourism and economic development

organizations,” added Gobb.

Representatives from the Lexington Convention

& Visitor’s Bureau, Kentucky Department of

Tourism, Commerce Lexington, Kentucky

Cabinet for Economic Development, Lexington-

Fayette Urban County Government and

Richmond Chamber of Commerce accompa-

nied officials from Blue Grass Airport.

This trip is the latest in a series of destination

marketing ventures spearheaded by Blue

Grass Airport. In June 2004, our contingent

traveled to Washington D.C. promoting its non-

stop service to the citizens of Northern Virginia

and the DC area.

Our contingent also traveled to Chicago in April

2004 to promote non-stop service between

Lexington and the Windy City.

Important Phone Numbers

Airport Information 859.425.3114

Airport Administration 859.425.3100

Parking 859.225.0063

American Eagle 800.433.7300

Continental Express 800.525.0280

Delta Air Lines 800.221.1212

Northwest Airlines 800.225.2525

US Airways Express 800.428.4322

United Express 800.241.6522AirMail
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Bringing the Bluegrass to the Big D

In the Community

Airport Board Welcomes John Davis

The Lexington-Fayette Urban County Airport Board welcomes new

member John M. Davis. Davis begins serving a four-year term in

July 2006. For 32 years, John Davis held full-time employment as

an airline pilot and captain with U.S. Airways. Davis is now retired

and enjoys spending time with his wife, son and two grandchildren.

He replaced Dr. Raymond Garman, who recently completed two

consecutive four-year terms of service to the Airport Board.

The airport board is the governing body for Lexington’s Blue Grass Airport. Its 10 volunteer

members are appointed by the Mayor of Lexington and approved by the Urban County Council.

New Director of Marketing & Community 
Relations Begins

Brian Ellestad has joined Blue Grass Airport as its new Director of

Marketing and Community Relations. Ellestad brings 17 years of

marketing, customer service and aviation experience to Blue

Grass Airport. Previously employed by Midwest Airlines in

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Ellestad has served as the Director of

Customer Service for the airlines’ stations nationwide. In addition,

Ellestad has a strong background in route planning, scheduling

and systems operations.

Airport’s Main Runway 
to Be Resurfaced
Weekend Closure Announced 
for August 18-20

Blue Grass Airport will resurface its main

runway (Runway 4-22) from 6 pm on

Friday, August 18, 2006 to 6 pm on

Sunday, August 20, 2006. During this

time, the airport will be closed to all fixed

wing commercial and general aviation

aircraft.

The runway resurfacing is part of a four-

phase Runway Safety Area improvement

project. Construction on this project began

in October 2003 and is now approaching

its final phases, which includes an asphalt

overlay of the entire existing length of

Runway 4-22—as well as relocation and

installation of numerous navigational aids

and runway approach lighting. This project

provides 600 feet of safety area for each

end of the airport’s primary commercial

service runway and brings it into compli-

ance with current FAA safety standards.

“Runway resurfacing is a vital mainte-

nance process that ensures the runway is

safe and operational in all weather condi-

tions,” said John Slone, director of

planning and development.

Work on the 48-hour project will require

an estimated 33,000 tons of asphalt to

pave the 7,000 feet x 150 feet runway.

Due to the large magnitude of this project,

it will most likely be the only resurfacing

taking place in the area that weekend.

“To minimize inconvenience to our

travelers, we have enlisted nearly every

asphalt resource in central Kentucky,” said

Slone. “Their dedication to this project

means we’ll complete the work swiftly—

in one weekend.”

The last time the main runway was resur-

faced was in 1994. The Federal Aviation

Administration requires runways to be

repaved every 15 years.

• Bonjour Lexington! Congratulations to Sheila Bayes for being the winner of Blue Grass

Airport’s Fly Me to Paris contest. Bayes and a guest were selected among 9,000 entries

and 20 finalists for a five-day, four-night trip to Paris, France. Lee

Cruse of WLEX-TV and members of Mix 94.5’s Breakfast Club

gathered at Blue Grass Airport to announce the winner live

on television and the radio. Enjoy your trip, Sheila !
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an estimated 33,000 tons of asphalt to
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Due to the large magnitude of this project,

it will most likely be the only resurfacing

taking place in the area that weekend.
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travelers, we have enlisted nearly every

asphalt resource in central Kentucky,” said
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means we’ll complete the work swiftly—
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